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The unity between a community and its school can have powerful influences.  This unity creates an overarching sense of belonging and strength for both the students and community members.  It creates a cohesive and uplifting atmosphere for those individuals because they know they belong and contribute to something bigger than themselves.  In the past few weeks I have been able to recognize that the community of Northeast High School and its surround neighborhood exemplify these qualities of strength and unity. 
I have learned about Northeast High School and the surround community by talking to local residents, school staff, and students, going on the neighborhood walk, eating at the local Country Club Diner, attending a varsity football game, walking the hallways packed with students, student teaching, and writing the ethnography.  Although I still have much to learn, in these past few weeks I have been able to get to know about this school and some of the people who are a part of it. Within the first week of student teaching, I have experienced firsthand that one cannot approach teaching with a single frame of mind or use one set of techniques.  The diversity of this student population will push me to grow and challenge me to become culturally relevant in my lesson plans, pedagogy, and overall approach to teaching.  This ethnography study has revealed the uniqueness and value of Northeast High School and the surrounding community.  The strengths and contributions of the community members, such as the local church groups and student’s parents, have led to the success of Northeast High School.  This has been explained by many faculty members to be of utmost importance.  Without this relationship between school and community, Northeast High School would not be such an empowering place for its students, faculty, and community members alike.  
I realize the importance of being open minded and cognizant of the lens I bring with me to this school.  Walking through crowded stairwells and hearing students banter back and forth, makes me realize how different my experiences are from each one of these young adults.  Adjusting into this new role of a teacher and authority figure while considering how little I know of my students has been eye opening.  The importance of my class mentors’ guidance and my self-reflection will be paramount in my ability to help my students succeed this year and in starting the journey to becoming a successful teacher. I am concerned about how my personal lens of high school will affect my approach to teaching.  Using my lens of having a positive high school experience while also expanding upon it with the help of my students will be a challenge.  I must reflect on how this will shape the expectations I have for myself as a teacher and for my students.  Using my lens and thoughts of high school as ways to let students know I lack other points of view, and am eager to learn about their personal experiences, will be a way I can build relationships and cultural relevance in my classroom.  My fieldwork site was the first time I was able to experience how singular my understanding of educational experience has been.  Keeping in mind how individual the lens is that I apply to teaching and learning was critical.  The students I worked with over the summer helped provide concrete examples of how influential the experiences and knowledge students can impart in their school and classes.  Bringing my students’ experiences to the classroom and subject matter will hopefully give me an avenue to make the material relevant, to broaden my lens of the high school experience, and build more meaningful connections with my students.  
This ethnography and my past have come together in the realization of how much I have to as an educator.  I see that this learning process will occur every day I am in the classroom, walking the halls of a school, and interacting with my students.  Each day I must reflect on how my goals interrelate and align to those of each student.  Learning how to be a teacher involves so much more than reading about case studies, different theories, and discussing their meanings and implications.  It is the act of seeing how these readings, how my unique view of the world will play out in a classroom, and the conscience effort to expand these views.  The actual time in the classroom, interacting with students, will be most salient in my growth as a teacher.  I must bring the different lenses and skills I learn about from readings, graduate classes, and other teachers to the classroom.  Having relationships with my fellow teachers as well as my students in order to further develop my techniques and approaches to teaching will be an ongoing process throughout my career.  As the principals and teachers have told me, “it’s all about relationships.”  It is the relationships I have already started to build with my students and fellow teachers that will be critical to my evolving thoughts on methods to teaching.  Further, the awareness that my students’ attitudes, actions, and behaviors are not things I can simply apply one approach to is an awareness I must uphold.  This is where my knowledge from my education and of my students will intersect to create practical solutions.  I will sympathize with the challenges my students face and rejoice in light of their accomplishments.  It is my job that when my students face challenges that I respond with sympathy and by working with them so they can find their own solution.  I must also celebrate their accomplishments and then get them to recognize and achieve their next goal. 
During the first couple weeks my appearance, as a white young female, and my lack of confidence may create boundaries between myself and my students.  I am also a foreign person in their school.  Do to this I felt it was necessary to start the first day of class by introducing who I am and why I am there.  I explained that I did not always have all the right answers in my education nor the highest grades, and how important asking questions are when one doesn’t understand something.  I also explained how I am greatly looking forward to learning about who each of them are and to help them succeed.  Every day I strive to show my confidence in leading parts of lessons, my constant attentiveness to the students, and eagerness to learn about them as individuals.  I believe this conscience and deliberate effort to build relationships and learn from them will prevent these barriers from turning into borders.  Without this constant effort and self-reflection of my approach to teaching, boundaries could become boarders.  Without acknowledging the gaps in my knowledge and the valuable knowledge of my students I would be doing myself a disservice.  I hope to spend this year keeping this in mind and finding ways to prevent boarders from being established. 
I want to know more about what the students’ first impression of me and how it will change over the course of this year.  I hope to be able to ask this question to multiple students come April, once we get to know one another.  I want to learn about how they perceive me and how my actions either reinforced or changed their perceptions.  I believe having this conversation with students would be a great learning opportunity for me as well as for my students.  Trying to understand where their opinions and views originate from could be a great way to open up new conversations.  My hope is that they will be able to be self-reflective about these perceptions and thoughts and that I can learn about myself from a different point of view.  I am looking forward to the challenges and opportunities I will face at Northeast High School this coming year.  I believe this school and the surrounding community will help foster a rich student teaching experience.  

Northeast High School will provide a unique teaching experience.  Not only as one of the largest and most diverse neighborhood public schools in the district, but also as a school with a strong unity with the surrounding community.  Students come from different parts of the city to attend their programs, such as Magnet and Applied Visual and Interactive Design, as well as from the surrounding neighborhoods.  These students bring with them a large variety in ethnicities, languages, and economic backgrounds to the school.  As a student teacher here I will have the advantage of teaching and learning from these students and the many influential stakeholders in the Northeast’s community.
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